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2. Text of video message from Ambassador of Ireland,

Damien Cole
Minasama Konnichiwa. Airurando Taishi Damian Cole
desu.

It is my great pleasure to greet the members of the Yeats
Society of Japan, the Ezra Pound Society of Japan and
everyone attending this conference.

I am delighted that the membership of the Yeats Society of
Japan are holding their annual gathering in person again, after
a two-year break. My thanks to Professor Yoko Sato, whose
leadership has kept this society strong over the uncertain times
of the pandemic.

This year’s Joint Conference (between the Yeats Society
and the Ezra Pound Society) is an exciting opportunity to
explore the famous collaboration which led to the creation of
Yeats’s ‘Atthe Hawk’s Well’.

This play, based on Irish myth, but in a Japanese Noh
structure, is a prominent instance of Japanese cultural influence
on both Irish and European literature. 1 am delighted to see it
will have a performance as part of today’s event.

I am sorry | cannot join you in person today, but 1 look
forward to meeting you soon and building our friendship and
partnership with the Yeats Society, as we strengthen Ireland’s
presence in Japan and prepare for the opening of a new Ireland
House in the coming years.

Meanwhile, | would like to congratulate Yeats Society
President, Professor Sato and Pound Society President,
Professor Nagahata, and wish all the delegates a stimulating
and enjoyable conference. Avrigatou Gozaimasu.
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