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ʘʯʉʴʴ؅ԧՈ̆ɲ×,/������������������1.

� ϟЏðóðĎǼŴŴɲ×
/ξ �1.̆ 
)І �ϟы

۟ËŊËʘp ðóðĎËʘ͍ؠuuuuuuuuu

ŢÅɡɤÅ؅ךÅ

-56(xxxviii) -

ʉ ۅ Ư ʯ



0
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Page 41. last line. I suggest a note to "City on-the+loud".
Page 42.last line but one. "Quiet" is misprinted "quite".
Page 46.line one. Has a stage direction got into the speech?
Page46.line 6. "deformed" does not seem good Englistt. "Maimed"

seems the correct word.
Page44.line 4. I suggest it shoud be'tizard" not'Aizards". We get

it in the singular a few lines further down.

- 62(xxxii) -



other who stood? Does not the chorus represent the lover?
Page 14. line 12. I suggest "a thousand nights & more" instead of "a hun-

dred". A hundred causes obscurity. All things we have heard of
"a thousand".

Page 15. line 20. I do not understand "plays".

"8>FIFDF

Page17. line 15. I do not understand "inexplicable".
Page?l .last line. I do not understand "withdraw". It sounds like

an echo of the melodramatic "stand & draw". What does it mean?
Is it to "withdraw a statement" ? No. If it is to go away, it is an
archaism & is contradicted by "stand".

Page22. line 12. "can be seen actually before the eyes" is curiously
prosaic. Why "actually" ? It is journalism surely. There is a mis-
print in line 10 that you have no doubt seen.

Page 23.line 12. What is the meaning of "Give it this side"?
line 20. What is the meaning of "no" in "No come here"?

Page24.line ll. Who are the three in "All three are doing one step"?
It might be better to cut out unintelligible lines. The fault may
be Fenollosa's.

Page27. Seven lines from bottom of page. I suggest "under" instead of
"in" or "moonlight" instead of "moon". The present sentence
has I think no meaning.

Page27. Seven lines from bottom. Is "after" wanted in the phrase
"after a little time" ? I do not understand the sentence as it is. In
the last line I would like out "(the Tennin)". It is not wanted. These
stage directions in brackets as presented are a nuisance, for they read
like text. I would take the note to the next page.

BLD8J8B8

Page 33. line 8. is "his" a misprint for "this"?
Page35. line 9. There is a mysterious asterisk which is I conclude a mis-

print.
Page35. Six lines from bottom. A wound is said "to pierce". This

raises an incorrect mental picture. Aweapon not a wound "pierces".
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In the transcript, double vertical bars enclose Yeats's own deletion
and square brackets, my editorial interpolation.

Suggest[ion]s & Cotrections

l8 Woburn Buildings
w. c.

ll My dear Ezra: Here are my corrections and suggestions. //

E#J"#B#>#'

onPagel. The first speech should it is plain be given to "Shite" alone.
onPage2. last line, I suggest "painted" instead of "ornate". "Ornate"

I cannot quite explain why does not seem to be good English in
this sentence. It is probably a word that "has not yet got its soul".
// This is one of the very few changes of style I suggest. //

Page 4. last line, 'toid" is I think a poorer word than "empty". "Void"
is literary. It is not speech.

Page 5. lines 17 to 21. I think the punctuation is wrong. To whom
does "them" in line 19 refer? Thesnowflakes? Thelovers? Shouldn't
there be a fu.ll stop after "sunset"?

Page 9. I have explained my objection to "largess". It does not mean
"thanks". Seven lines from bottom of page I suggest "marriage"
instead of "tryst". We have seen them together, so they had not
to wait for a "tryst".

Pagell. "Iook sharp then" checks me. It is a wrong sort of col[l]o-
quialism. There is something in translation from asiatic tongues that
tempts people to this, for in the first version of "The Post Office"
there were a number of such phrases. This phrase is however also in-
correct. "Look sharp" means hurry up. Your meaning is plainly
"use your eyes well" or "well use your eyes" or '!ou will need
good eyes".

Page 13. Comma, not full stop after "substance" line 4.
Page 14. "shaft-bench" is not in my English Dictionary Chambers.
Page 14. line 13 & 16 a rhyme - sleep & deep, does it matter?
Page14. line 21. The "too'? in "I too stand" puzzles me. Whowasthe
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YX�chg�]b�iU]b'

�ð ĊĲčûՖ֨�

ĚòĸĒËخـª˞è̟£Ã£äËÄ¡ä�

ľϚ۔��↑�Ë�ʌʨÅ͋ µ«ӳʘ�ª�üĴĀĲĻʌŢËί܃ µ½

îıĸًˬËѧض ľ ԴӊËğĻĎèԮ«Ń°½ʘŊª�ӫǝËլДÆ¨

ã�ҿϕÄսʧ̜è¡°ÃÜâ¥½Û�ј̴�‥ŢÅÅÜÈӧåä ľ è

͋ç¹ä�Å̾èÏ©å½ðóðčÌ��ѾËƘ■� �ķ ùƧÅӳʘËǍ

Ŵ£�èƧªÅãÜÁ�սʧËƨ̜�Åآ µ½�¿ÇÙÈ�ĞóėĵāÌ


2),̆ ,І 
�ϟ �ķăĸđĸÈ¨¯äَҪÄ۔�↑�ËбоÈÒå�ӫ

ǝսÍåÇ©À½ӳʘË�էԴ⊥սʧ�ªƧËѾǥ �dcjYe�ÈáÀÃˁӧ

µ½��Åµ½ �8_]_c�DheU_UgU�r <meU�GFhbX�YX'T=Ybc``cfU�cb�g?Y�Ec?"

Uf�]g�jUf3CYWgheY�Mc�E¢ c�NUf?]b[gcb�
��DUeW?�
2),	�� ×يذϓʴן

.)� 
21.̆ ,І �ª�ĚòĸĒÌ±åèƑ̾ܗ,��0 �d]Ygl�� ³âÈͲ

åÙ �d]gl�Å îðĳڷؗ½Û܃Ùη¦Ã£ä�̦Ⅶ�üĴĀĲĻʌŢËق

ıĸĒËѧضÅεţËö÷ĳďïĆĩÅËѣڅÈӇŊµÃ£½ðóðčÌ�

ĞóėĵāڲՆ¾¯èܞãÈ″ͽ۫ם µÃ£½ĚòĸĒẸ̈Һè؛­ېΐ

­±ÅªÄ«½ËÄ¡ä�

Ç¨�ƷڷÄ
±�ªȁÛÃ£ä↑۔�ѓ�Ë1ǡèإԐË�ζЬÅܚ.

ÅÌ�ðóðĎË±ËϾÈ˒·äۨ̾ËҔ³èȔⅡ·ä�Å£¦äËÄÌ

Ç£¾æ¥©�

ðóðĎË±ËĚòĸĒʿ Īī©âÜˑ¹âåäá¥È�̮ÌԑαĞó

ėĵāخè؛½ç¯ÄÌÇ­�¡­ØÄÜĚòĸĒË�֎܃�èŤ µÃ�

�ּ�ÈαµÃ£½�ðóðčٿ׌ª�üĴĀĲĻʌŢÈǼǥ µ½á¥Ç̨

Ä�ĞóėĵāڲՆÈԑαÒå�ˁۻÈ֎܃ÈλÀÃ£½â�ּË�ŵπ

Åσǵ�èÛ®ä±Ë³³Þ©ÇôĝĉĻ ĒÌ�ÜÀÅӼÀ½ðĸĚû đ

èӫéÄ£½©ÜµåÇ£�

The publication of the following manuscript is made possible by the
courtesy of Mr. James Laughlin and the Collection of American Litera-
ture, Beinecke Library, Yale University.
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ĚòĸĒٿ׌�σ̆ ,І 2ϟ ŨЁգÄ±ËЁËڔǐèȴ°�� Ü¥Цѓª

Ǎäܙ¾�ÅؤÀÃ¨ã�ðóðĎÜ-І 
)ϟ ��ʠ½¿Ë½ÛËϟЏË
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ĸٱ׾Ë̆� 
2
/̆ 0І �
ϟ ��ԇ؄Ìσ̆2І 
/ϟ Ä¡ä�

оؘÈÁ£ÃÌ�ϞÈǺ׫ѦËڰǏÇفآª¡äª�ʰܒËŃËӄρ©

âľѕٻÙ±éÄ�Ɔ¦Í۔�↑� خ�Ä�ĚòĸĒªĞóėĵāܗ�2

ÈÇ£ rgelfg	èӮ£½ËÈ˒µ�ðóðĎª raUee]U[Y	è ζЬ µ½

ָϴè֧¦ÃÙäËÌܒԉ£�

ăď�ʈȏʈÈ�ţˇł̆ËƘ■È�ţ¼̀äÇåÅ��

�ʉȼӯ֎ǝγЁ�

=Ybc``cfU'g?Ug�jY�Ahfg�bcj�eYgheb�gc�XeYU�a�U=gYe�XeYUa�ė UbX

alfgYe]chf�aYYg]b[�c=�g?eYY�lYUef�

R="chbX'�����
´
ec�XeYUeb�hbXYe�XeYUeb�jY�eYgheb'ė

´
� ?eYY�lYUef''''''8bX

g?Y�ebYYg]b[�WcaYf�bcj
�(0e?]f�b][?g�?Uf�?UddYbYX�ciYe

UbX�ciYe�ė�8bX�cb`l�bcj�WcebYf�g?Y� }eĉfg'

�ð Ċ ĲčûՖ֨�

»Ü»Ü�rgelfg	Ì ±ËϾË˘ƶڷÈ¨¯ä

ѐ� )ĺ ĺ۔↑Ë�Ǻ̓Ԋʇ£½ÂâÈ�͗Þµ«ܞÙÇã¯ä¼��

Fenollosa.

Pound.

Nishikigi's thousand times and hundred nights / were

indeed a trust whose emptiness we now regret.
the thousand one hundred nights were night-trysts watch-
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c
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2
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ʴęðĖčýĺ ıðĠıĲĻÄ۩؞·äшŴè̷�Ԥ؛èϙ½Èµ½ËÄ�

±Ëܗè¨ƖãµÃչŤ³¹Ã£½¾­±ÅÈ·ä�±åÈÁ£ÃÌ�Ǻ

بËŊÄи֧يËڔҁʯѦªЅ׫ µÃ¨âåä �r <meU�GchbX"f�MYef]cbf

c=R=Ybc
`cfU"f�Ec?�DUbhfWe]dgf�UbX�PYUgf"f�#AbdhV`]f?YX�]Jh[[Yfg]cbf

UbX�:ceeYWg]cbf	"�l_v}f�8ֽ
r
v}�Ec'-Q
21/R�
,,&0�ª�٦ϕËƷˉÌ

Ϧâ©ÄÇ©À½�

ðóðĎË�ζЬÅإѓ�Ì�ĵĸĒĸËŽ΁èΛǙ µ½Ƌ՝ ,ЛË؊

ؐ �ŧËӮձܗ/ اܗ� Ë΃ٿ׌ÈðĸûÄЁ©åÃ£ä�ðóðĎܗ1

Äҏ³åÃÌ£äª�ǃܝÈĚòĸĒËʿȫªЁ©å۔��↑���֠؉��

�Ӆɥ���ϴҙ� Èƌçäǀˉ© â��:w}vå E¢Vĳ G´Ulf�c(Avfvé
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2
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ĞóėĵāخĚòĸĒ֎ rEc?""Å ðóðĎ

N'9'PYUgf�rJh[[YfgQ`cbRf�UbX�:ceeYWg]cbf	

В ̨ Ϧ ʯ

ïóðčÈáäּË�αˉ�ÈÁ£Ã�ʆʉËԧՈ⊥ۨ̾ªˋ¹ âåÃ

«½�Ø½�ĞóėĵāخĚòĸĒ֎ rEc?	ËͺՍڪՃ �Ě òĸĒÈá

äĞóėĵāڲՆË�֎܃�ѝ۹�È¨¯äðóðĎË̬ܖÈۨ µÃÜ�

Ʈܲ⊥֧يª¡ä�±åâśÁËϚȭËŠ҇è֧ˑ·äŃÄ�rEc?	Å ُ
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And you must bear his murder.

The above mentioned heroism of the Old Man will be discussed
along with the traditional characteristics of Cuchulain, whose image dom-
inated dI Irish people's mind as well as W.B. Yeats.

Gh`I:¨�eFI�lľ 8�DFK"<I"J�;I<8D

Akiho Suzue
It is interesting to trace how Ycats shaped and reshaped the figure of

the Old Man in Purgatory.
At the earliest stage, Yeats is interested in writing a ghost story in

which a spirit suffers remorse, and reJives its past life. He avoided to fol-
low tlre method of The Dreaming of the Bones in which the spirits
directly speak to the living man about the sorrow and curse they are
suffering. Instead, the playwright manipulates the Old Man, the narrator-
hero of the drama, to convey indirectly the spirit's remorse to the audi-
ence. The Old Man, however, gradually acquires his independence, estab-
lishes his persona as the hero of the drama and enacts his own sufferings
bcfore the audience.

In the scenario, Yeats's main concern is focused on the destruction of
an honored house in which successive three generations of men perish.
The Old Man recognizes himself as being under a curse. The recognition
links him to his evil father who, like the swineherd in A Full Moon in
March, is lured into the act of begetting destruction, and to his evil son
who is set at the bottom of the lineage of degeneration.

As the revisions proceed, Yeats's emphasis shifts from farther-son
relation to mother-son relation. The lonely, disllusioned Old Man who
failed in establishing any human relations in this world, clings to the
memory of his lost young mother. He appeals to her to stop the ago-
nized joy of the dream of degeneration.

Despite the sacrifice of his son, the mother doesn't stop dreaming,
because it is the essence of mothers. Making no scruple of its worth,
mothers conceive and bring forth something new and uncertain. They
adore what they bring forth even if it is disintegration or destruction.
Like Leda, and like the virgin queen of -d Full Moon in March, the young
mother of Purgatory keeps dreaming the dream of generation, which, like
the Old Man, Yeats himself fails to terminate.
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tion to a lost ideal, gr€ater life of "ancient sanctities", contradicts the
current materialism and individualistic tendency, while his degraded sur-
vival with all its misery causes the dead to continue their purgatorial re-
morse. His drastic choice of killing the son to finish up the consequences
of fate is, however brutal or irrational it seems to be, the only way
possible for him in this dilemma to maintain his integrity as a man, in
so far as he will not betray tJre inner need to be true to the living and the
dead.

The Old Man's view of destiny as ambivalent relationships between
the living and the dead, inseparably fusing into each other, reanimates its
classical concept on the one hand, and furthermore brings him through
his frustrated act of courageously coping with the situation to ultimate
realization of self-mastery and humility. His indomitable spiritual forces
shown in his speech and action exert their irresistible charm upon us,
proving human dignity in believing in the inner truth which can meet or
even transcend the outer realities.

GhI:� ,)Il�8EFK"<I�:L:"LC8#E�GC8P�F=�N'9'P<8KJ

Taduki Miyake
IAI.B. Yeats wrote 5 Cuchulain plays in his life, i.e., Ott Baile's Strand

(1903), The Green Helmet (1910), /4, the Hawk's Well (l9l7l, The Only
Jealousy of Emer (1919) andThe Death of Cuchulain (1939). However,
Purgatory (1938), his last drama but one, can also be called another Cu-
chulain play because of tJre heroic deed of 'Old Man'. Apparently the
Old Man is not noble or heroic at all, on the contrary, he had murdered
his own father in the fire and now, as a poor pedlar, kills his own son
with the sam€ knife of his first murder. It seems a paradox to call him
another version of Cuchulain, but there lies a great heroism in his deed.

The key of his heroism can be found in the following words by the
Old Man, when he told the reason for killing his son.

. . . because had he grown up,
He would have struck a woman's fancy,
Begot, and passed pollution on.

And also a great spirit of self-sacrifice can be seen in

Do not let him touch you! It is not true
That drunken men cannot beget,
And if he touch he must beget
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'that other Will'which 'we meet always in the deep of the mind, what-
ever our work, wherever our reverie carries us' (Yeats), and which means
the will of his ultimate 'Daimon'. Accordingly, it is possible that in "The
Man and the Echo" his last sympathizing with 'a stricken rabbit' was
caused by 'Daimon pure act': one of Yeats's pencil annotations found in
his copy of Suzuki's Essays in Zen Budd,hism, the First Seies.

8�G8I8;FO#:8C�M#J
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Seishi Matsuda
Purgatory, especially among his other later plays similar in theme and

material, presents Yeats's dramatic vision of life and death in its starkest
and most poignant way. It stands for his masterly achievement of theat-
rical speech and elaboration of effective devices for poetic drama, but
it also forcibly reveals his inmost "conviction about this world and the
next", that is, the fallen and apparently unredeemable state of man,
whose present condition in life has been doomed to degeneration before
his birth and is bound to be responsible for the suffering of his soul in
afterlife. This necessity of human suffering and agonized efforts to break
through it is deeply rooted in the basic design of Old Man's family
tragedy, involving the destruction of House by his parents' fatal marriage,
his degraded nature in birth, and his own brutal murder of prodigal
Father and bastard Son.

Another feature noted here in the hero's evocative speech as well as
in the compressed plot is a symbolic structure of life-in-death and death-
inJife, the living in this world and the dead in the other, inextricably
binding themselves with and tightly woven into each other. The case is
true with the setting, too: "a ruined house" which proves ghostly living
of the spirits "dreaming back" from Purgatory, and "a bare tree" whose
immature decay is associated in Old Man's mind with both sensual plea-
sures of natural life followed by devastating effects to the order of tradi-
tional sanctified life, and a momentary vision, if illusory, of restored pu-
rity of dead Mother's soul released from "remorse" by killing his son. All
of these contribute to delineation of the hero's peculiar view of life and
death, his passionate response to immutable destiny for getting command
of it, and inevitable failure ending in the final impasse of his helplessness.

The course of his action works in two different levels of implication:
first, his very act of eagerness to expiate Mother's transgression by elimi-
nating cursed blood from House only leads to another crucial violation
in his turn to condemn all concerned more deeply, and second, his devo-
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titudes of the past which are abandoned at the end of the play. On the
other hand the Young Man's encounter with the Guardian of the Well
can be tlre Yeatsian variation of. the hierosgarnos ot "chemical wedding."
The dance of the hawk woman embodies both the irresistible power of
the supernatural and the life of continual warfare which Cuchulain, the
new self, is destined to choose.

Once the personae representative of opposite principles were born of
the day-&eam of the Musicians, the chorus ser,yes as the third self which
is nearest to ordinary human life. There is a variety of opinions of "the
first person" in the find song of the chorus, but I would like to suggest
that all the first persons in the first three stanzas should refer to the
Musicians themselves who undergo transforrnations in the process of re-
turning to the normal world. As the Musicians awake from their own
dream, the world shifts the center of gravity and reverses itself until the
conflicting values cross each other and sparkles.

It is far from the truth that the Musicians are not primarily partici-
pants in the action. On the contray, they play a subjective part of the
play and "conceiv€" the inner drama of z{t the Hauk's Well.

P<8KJ�8E;�G8JKFI8C

Shho Naito
The dialogues of Yeats's pastoral poetry have their origin in those

memorial dialogues of Greek funerals which were held between a young
relation of the deceased and his elder person to comfort him. ln "Shep-
herd and Goatherd", the young shepherd can be regarded as the former
kind, and the elder goatherd as the latter. Even in "In Memory of Major
Robert Gregory", there are these two kinds of voices found in the fourth
stanza of this poem, for the part of this stanza before 'But' is equivalent
to the former kind of voice, while the other part after the word, to the
latter kind. In this case, the voice of the poet is divided into those two
kinds of voices, which can also be regarded as his single monologue.

Isn't there the echo of the latter kind of voice found in the whole
voice of that poem through which Robert Gregory is celebrated ,ui on€ of
Yeats's masks? Robert has the same intimate association of 'grey hair'
with George Pollexfen, one of Yeats's mother's brothers, not his father's.
After Yeats's discovery of the need of intimacy in his masks, one of his
intimate masks appeared in the pastoral scene of "Ego Dominus Tuus",
in which 'the mysterious one . . . shall . . . look most like me' aE 'my
double' and lrove . . . the most unlike' as 'my anti-self'. This 'myste-
rious one ' as both 'my double' and 'my anti-self'can be looked upon as
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The 21th Annual Conference of the Yeats Society of Japan was held
on Saturday, October 12, 1985, at Shujitu l{omen's College. Professor
Augustine Martin of University College, Dublin gave the opening lecture
entitled "Yeats, the Wild Swans and Coole." Three papers were read by
Yoko Sato, Akiko Murakata, and Shiro Naito. A symposium oa Pur'
gatory was chaired by Professor Hiroshi Izubuchi of Tokyo University,
with seishi Matsuda, Tadaaki Miyake, and Akiko Suzue as speakers. The
synopses of the papers are given below. Akiko Murakata adds to hers as
appendix Yeats's "suggestions and Corrections" on the proof of Cefiain
Noble Plays of tapan. Yoko Nakano contributed a paper to this Number.

K"<�=LE:K#FEJ�F=�K"<�#D#LJ#:#8EJ�#E
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Yoko Sato
At the Hawk's Well is Yeats's first play founded on tlre Noh drama

and one of the most prominent features of the play is the use of the Mu-
sicians.

Critics have argued that the chorus of three Musicians functions as an
intermediary between the audience and the dramatic action and serves as
a mediator between the natural and the supernatural. They have also
pointed out that the Musicians sometimes speak for the characters in the
play and at other times criticize their actions as the spectators.

I do not mean to contradict these remarks as long as they are general
statements, but if we look closely into the esoteric structure of the play,
we will find ourselves dissatisfied that few critics have succeeded in
appreciating the opening chant and the final lyric of the Musicians fully
and rightly.

It is true that in his "speaking" the First Musician describes the scene
in words because the play demands no realistic setting, but we must no-
tice that the words of the chorus are not necessarily in time order. Yeats
does not aim at a clear and logical construction. Instead he gives the
Musicians the suggestive role of summoning the basic rhythm, balance,
pattern and images of the play, all of which shift and flow into one an-
other until they gradually shape themselves into the fable of the deeps of
the mind.

The fable played by such personae as the Old Man, the Young Man
and the Guardian of the Well is full of enigmatic meanings. The Old Man
is an informing spirit in Jung's terms, though he is emblematic of the at-
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write the story of my life." 30 After writing the last 'letter'in
April 1949, she published only two more volumes of new
work; an autobigraphy, and a book of poems composed of
verses about childhood-both volumes concerning her past.3r
The outcome of the influence of Yeats's death and the Second
World War on her ironically crystallised her distance and
difference from Yeats, rather than emphasising his positive
influence.

St. Catherine's College
Oxford,

EFK<J

1. Dorothy Wellesley, Beyond the Gratte: Letters on Poetry to W. B.
Yeats {rom Dorothy Wellesley (Tunbridge l4lells: Private edition,
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Yeats to Dorothy Wellesley (London: Oxford University Press,
1940), ed. Dorothy Wellesley, p. 132: "I wonder if my letters
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when I was in that black mood . . . ."
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Gregory's house did. Her life style, her aristocratic obstinacy
and her poems consistently celebrating nature and its crea-
tures-all appealed to Yeats as a reflection of a noble mind.
Both his strong interest in her past and his poem "To Dorothy
Wellesley" which describes the noble spirit and symbolic
beauty of Wellesley's house indicate Yeats's such fascination.
Her recollections in Far Haae I Traaelled shows her childhood
days at the Lumley Castle, encounter with ghosts there, her
only brother's premature death, her great sympathy for her
favourite cousin who committed suicide just after the First
World War, her travel all over Europe, Middle East and Russia,
her special attachment to her house-all revealing her seclusion
from vulgarity, her love for the frail beauty of beingp. In a
world getting more and more vulgar, Yeats must have found a
place of serene comfort and joy in her poems which are
straight, but full of compassion. The second reason, which
is also something to do with the first reason, must be Welles-
ley's attitude towards the composition of poetry. When
Yeats included eight of her poems in the Oxford anthology,
some critics did not understand his point at all. It is true that
her poems may not be great poems, and they are definitely far
from fashionable, but they present pure enjoyment of creating
poems, with no ambition or calculation.

Wellesley was greatly encouraged by the fact that Yeats had
liked her poems even before he came to know that she was a
Duchess and he gave her a considerable confidence as a poet.
This confidence, however, could not overcome the loss of
Yeats and the devastating effects of the Second World War.
Though the meeting with Yeats meant a lot to her, it did not
and could not affect her own poetical sphere, and this became
even more certain in a negative manner after Yeats's death.
Her poems chose lyrical escapism whereas Yeats's later poems
always faced the grim reality of the world to the end. Welles-
ley could not recover from Yeats's death and the War which
seem to have deprived her of interest in the present and the
future. At the very end of Beyond the Graae,she says, "You
often asked me about my past life. Perhaps one day I will
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There is also a passage in which she stresses the point of
independence: "I have two short Reviews of Lost Phnet. You
will see that they say I am influenced by you, which I cer-
tainly am not. . ." 26 One of the reviews which she refers to
appeared in the Times Literary Supplement,2l and, takes the
last stanza of "Swannery" 28 and the refrain and the con-
cluding line of "Avebury" 2e as examples. It is true that the
diction of these poems is sometimes similar to Yeats's, but this
review does not touch the crucial difference between their
messages. "Swannery" echoes Yeats's poem "The Wild Swans
at Coole" in contrasting the mutable and the permanent. Yet,
while Yeats's poem stresses the poet's inner development in
landscape, Wellesley's poem focuses on her childhood memory
and accompanying nostalgia. "Avebury," which deplores the
loss of ancient wisdom and criticises modern society, has a
superficial resemblance to some of Yeats's poems. Its direc-
tion, however, is backward looking whereas Yeats's poems
usually also express a forward impulse.

Dorothy Wellesley wanted others to accept her as an inde-
pendent poet, despite her great respect for Yeats, and seeming-
ly this became even more important to her after his death. It
is worth noting that in her last collected book of poetry,
Early Light (1953), she restored the poems of Selections {rom
the Poems of Dorothy Wellesley (1936) which had been
revised by Yeats, to their original drafts.

Here, one question remains-why did Yeats show such a
great interest in Dorothy Wellesley and her poems when it was
clear that they were fundamentally different kinds of poets.
There are two reasons that may answer this question. The first
rearion seems to lie in her natural 'noble quality.' To Yeats,
Wellesley was an embodiment of nobility. Her stately house at
Penns-in-the-Rocks offered him a great pleasure just as Lady
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forms a central poetical theme for Wellesley while they usually
appear with some symbolic meaning in Yeats's work. This
difference in treating nature is again discussed when she com-
ments as follows:

Referring to a poem of mine Yeats once said to me in
an outbreak of irritability: 'Why can't you English
poets keep flowers out of your poetry? . . . I quote this
to show how strongly Yeats disliked flowers, and how
his lack of observation concerning natural beauty was an
active obsession. . .23

Another difference she points out is their attitudes toward
Christ. According to her, Yeats did not admit Christ's histor-
ical position:

Trying to avoid your own obstinary, you actually be-
lieved that Christ never existed, despite all the contem-
porary and historical evidence to the contrary . . . . This
obstinary seemed unworthy of your philosophic learning
and ofyour genius. (lanuary 1943)2a(a)

It seems that she could not appreciate the point that this very
obstinacy made Yeats a unique philosopher. For her, Christ
was simply a human being, "the perfect Initiate, open to sense
and humoutr" 2o (b) and in other volumes she also wrote
poems about Christ, which she collected more than once in
later volumes.

She does not only indicate the differences existing between
them, she also shows her dissatisfaction with the view that she
was profoundly influenced by Yeats. In one of her comments
in 1935, she writes about Yeats's revision of her poems and
her negative reaction to this:

W.B.Y. is for ever trying to revise my poems. We
have quarrelled about this . . . I demur saying; 'I shall
make a note saying this line was altered by W.B.Y.,
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world. This portrait is rather an idealised image of her perfect
poet. Yet she points to some interesting elements in Yeats
when she distinguishes her own views from his. The most im-
portant difference lies in their view of death. She says that
she cannot believe in personal survival after death, though
Yeats did:

Yet, why, I ask myself, did you so shrink from death?
The Atheist does not appear to fear annihiliation. So
you will understand why I write to you, no automatic
writing to be sure, for that is fiddlesticks. (May 1942)re

Yes, you believed in personal survival; I cannot. Do
most people really wish to? (Spri"S 1942)20

Instead of believing in personal survival after death and trying
to define it in poems as Yeats did, she tries to express zrn
eternal myth detected in the 'lyrical'romantic beauty of the
mutable:

The darting of blue dragon-flies over the lily pool, their
beauty, their ardour, their lyrical ecstasy melting into
union in the air, eternally they pulsate, etemally desire;
their desire is their dream, their dream is their desire.
They hold for a day their eternal illusion. This is their
myth.21

The fascination with the mutable can be seen as her basic ori-
entation towards the outside world-she attempts to grasp
eternity in the transient physical beauty of nature and this co-
incides with her sympathy for declining aristocracy that I have
mentioned before. This is the reason why she often explains
her interest in wild flowers; they held the greatest fascination
for her, but "meant nothing to you [Yeats] ." 22 In Letters on
Poetry from lU. B. Yeats. . . , she discusses the difference of
her approach to Yeats's to nature and flowers several times.
Nature and its creatures seen through physical eyes always
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world. Her opinion of T. S. Eliot shows her limitations in
jrdgrns literary works outside her sphere. She describes The
Waste Land as a satire; this is presumably influenced by Yeats's
view of Eliot. Yeats once wrote that Eliot wasi a "satirist
rather than poet" and pointed out Eliot's lack of animation
and emotion in his poetry:16

"The Waste Land" is an admirable satire in its own way,
although it is a bludgeon and not a rapier . . . . I regret
so much . . . what a magnificent poet he might have
been but this also applies to others if they had not been
terrified of their own emotions, their "passions," as you
used to say. (fanuary 1949)t?

###'�PYUgf

ln Beyond the Grave, Wellesley frequently expresses her
great sadness at having lost Yeats and the emptiness felt after
his death. In her letters, she shows great respect for Yeats and
his talent. At the sarne time, she tries to present her own port-
rait of Yeats as a poet. Her portrayal, however, is sometimes
questionable. For example, she describes him under the name
of "a good poetr" as follows:

A complete poet is always in love. He is in love with
life and with death; in love with wit and genius, with
a rose, with a moon young and old, with Socrates, with
the past, with one instant that may give a glimpse of
something visual, and another instant is an eternity.
A poet is therefore always in love, in some sort of pas-
sion . . . . That is why he is always alone. Alone with his
passion, with his love. (fune 1942)rE

Here, Yeats is romanticised and, from this description, it is
difficult to picture the man, who had in fact an aggressive,
offen bitter and uncompromising attitude towards the outside
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Needless to say, of all the forms of art, literature was her
main concern and in her 'letters'Wellesley does not hide her
criticism of the developments in literature. It starts with an
attack on the publishers:

The publishers are busy with a tremendous amount of
trash, pornography and crime, I am thankful you are
not here to see it all. (Spring 1942\12

Then she goes on to criticise the "Little CXevers" of the
"Bloomsbury World" ("I do not refer, of course, to such peo-
ple of genius as Roger Fry and others of his generation, not to
the tragically lost Virginia; it is needless to stress this," Janu-
ary 1943)13 who do not understand the nature of true gen-
iuses who have "shyness, €xtreme modesty, excitability and
diffidence." Though she herself was involved with the people
of the Bloomsbury Group,la her opinion of them is not
always a favourable one. It must be said that though she tried
to take part in the group, being essentially a lyrical poet of
conventional type, she could not really appreciate their
intellectual approach to literature. In her autobiography Far
Haae I Traaelled (1952), she writes with poignancy:

Doubtless they supposed that those born into what was
called "Mayfair" as opposed to Bloomsbury were inca-
pable of any sincerity whatsoever. What they did
achieve was to ruin the simplicity and sincerity of one
true poet, who shall be nameless.ls

This comment can be interpreted as proof of her deep-rooted
complex, and, as a result of such a negative attitude, she iso-
lated herself from the group. She tries to reject the pretence
or conceit found in some contemporary literary people, but, in
fact, most of her criticism against these new-comers is based
on an inability to recognise the new trends in the literary
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All true values are lost, the stupid
have become intelligent, the intel-
ligent stupid, the mad sane, the sane
mad. (]une 1942)E

Dorothy Wellesley often deplores the general tendency to
decline in art in Beyond the Graae, and finds one of the
reasons for this in the loss of the people who used to support
artists financially-patrons like Sir George Beaumont.e Her
early pleasant memory of seeing graceful, noble upper-class
people in the South of France ("all lovely handsome, all gay,
reckless, and all, every single one, in love with another,"
(February 1943)10 is overlapped with the images of the
landlords in modern times who suffer from the change in the
social system, who could otherwise have offered patronage to
artists. An account of Yeats in Letters on Poetry frotn W. B.
Yeats . . . could be interpreted as her own view of aristocracy:

By aristocracy he meant the proud, the heroic mind.
This included a furious attitude toward the cheap, the
trashy, the ill-made. And he certainly deplored the
passing of the stately homes, and the general effacement
of the well or highly born.rr

They are the people of great generosity and unjustly suffering
from the vulgarity of the war, of modern society. Her child-
hood memory of these people becomes even more idealised in
her mind and her sympathy is always for them. This admira-
tion is combined with her negative reaction to the changes in
the outside world and given importance in her works. In her
poetical world, there is no friction between classes and people
are in perfect harmony. However, though the aristocratic way
of life and the life of a simple peasant do not find any dissocia-
tion if treated as symbols in poems, when she turns to actual
life, she simply has no choice but to be a stubbornly 'aristo-
cratic' person who is incapable of facing external changes.
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eit.. tfr. Deluge the unknown formulation:
We go gladly proud as heroes
Implying so some sort of entity into non-entity,
Into the dark into the dark of our adoration.6

It is not, however, the complete salvation yet, and the argu-
ment is carried on in the second part, "The Poets." First of all,
she asserts that the only merciful thing God has done to us in
wartime is that He has destroyed the people's memory, and
driven them into "total imbecility" and numbness so that
people do not feel pain recalling the lost memory of peaceful
huppy times. What should a poet do then? Should he, too,
offer "Oblivion" as God has done? She argues that the poet
should continue his solitary wrestle to restore the memory, to
restore the sense of peace:

Therefore the Poet shall wrestle alone on his hill
With his heathen god, long nights like Jacob,
Till he get his knee well under the knee of his maker,
And thus shall he wrestle with his maker
Till he, t}re Poet, shall accomplish at last his will.?

Thus in the early years of the war, Wellesley produced a
number of topical poems of a critical nature. Her sense of
alienation was undoubtedly due to her growing belief in global
catastrophe and led her to search for an inner understanding of
the role of the poet. The idea that poetry is a means of his-
torical salvation reveals her underlying need for personal
meanig and validation during the war. She consistently ele-
vated the status of a poet above others at the expense of her
personal achievement.
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treatment of the situation by the govemment, and others at-
tack bluntly figures like Hitler or Mussolini. Evidently, some
of these poems caused much controversy and she had to
refrain from publishing them officially:

Only one or two were printed in weeklies, but they were
shunned on the whole, being, as people said, too dan-
gerous for me in particular, and for England in general.
An absurd exaggeration . . . (10 February, 1949)a

Dorothy Wellesley's poetic ability is best realised in lyrical
poems of detailed natural description and she herself probably
knew that political poems were not her forte. Yet the fact
that she was compelled to write them shows her great anger
and irritation shared by many other people at that time.

It is only after some time, though, that she started ex-
ploring the deeper meaning of contemporurry events at the
time. She stops writing poems directly criticising particular
figures and, eventually, she realises that the Second World War
is not merely a war among nations, or a war caused by one
mad figure, but a kind of universal doom:

Some horrific belief is beginning to grow in my own
mind, a belief that almost total destruction of our
present civilisation is the only solution. (]uly 19a2)5

This sense of doom is based on her belief that human being;s
are walking towards a kind of renunciation that is believed to
be the only solution. This idea is particularly evident in the
poems collected in Lost Planet and Other Poems (19a2) and
The Poets and Other Poems (1943) like "Lost Planet" (writ-
ten in June 1942) and "Lost Planet Part 2: The Poets,"
where she extends her view from earth to the universe, in
order to impart universality to events. In "Lost Planet," t}te
poet suggests that the only way in which mankind can be
saved is by a total denial of all living beings, and it is a way
through the darkness:
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of Yeats's letters sent to her published under the title Letters
on Poetry frorn W. B. Yeats to Dorothy Wellesley, and many
of these letters reveal his interesting opinions on art and
literature.

Some of Dorothy Wellesley's volumes were reviewed in the
Times Literary Suppletnent and in other literary magazines,
but no books have been written on her work or herself. In this
essay, I would like to shed a light on this poet whom W. B.
Yeats in his later years praised so highly, who yet failed to
gain recognition from other literary figures-what kind of ideas
and opinions she had as a percon and as a poet. For this, I fo-
cus on a book titled, Beyond the Graue: Letters on Poetry to W.
B. Yeats from Dorothy Wellesley. r This is an unusual book, as
it consists of 'letters' written to W. B. Yeats after his death,
between January 1939 and April 1949. It, however, effective-
ly describes her own thoughts and feeling;s after the death of
Yeats, during the distressing time of the Second World War,
more clearly than any other volumes of work she published.
At the beginning of this book, she explains the "reserve" that
existed between Yeats and herself. When he was alive, she did
not usually make any kind of confession2 in her letters, trying
to keep "slow tempor" mainly because she feared to cause
Yeats emotional disturbance. After his death, she finds it
much easier to write to him in a frank manner.3 Here, I en-
deavour to study several topics repeatedly discussed in 'letters'
of this volume along with some poems written around the
same period, her attempts to understand the world through
her poetic activity.

I. Contemplation during Wartime

In the letters rn Beyond the Graae, Wellesley often contem-
plates wartime. While realising there is little she can do and
write in time of war, she cannot help raniting poems. Just be-
fore and at the beginning of the war, in 1938 and 1939, she
wrote many poems of war. Some of them harshly criticise the

-85(ix) -



8�JKL;P�F=�9<lFz ;�Kw<�:I¨ 0<�

C<Ke<IJ�Fz �GF<KIl�KF� w��,'�l<¨�eJ

=IF]e�;FIFKw l�w<CC<JC<�l

Yoko Nakano

Dorothy Wellesley was born in 1889 in Berkshire as Dorothy
Violet Ashton and, in 1914, she married Gerald Wellesley, who
became 7th Duke of Wellington in 1943. Between 1913 and
her death in 1956, she produced 16 books of poems including
two selected and one collected volumes, one autobiography, a
biography of Sir George Goldie and a book written just after
Yeats's death which will be discussed in this essay. She became
a friend of Yeats's in the last four years of his life from May
1935 to January 1939. In the counie of the association,
Dorothy Wellesley and W. B. Yeats developed a close friend-
ship. Yeats frequently visited Wellesley's house at Penns-in-
the-Rocks, Sussex, and joined active discussions on various
subjects as art, literature and history with the people who
gathered there. He not only appreciated Dorothy Wellesley as
a splended hostess of the guests whom she entertained at
home, but also praised her as a poet. In fact, their association
started when Yeats, after having been very much impressed by
one of her poems called "Horses" collected in an anthology,
asked Ottoline Morrell to introduce him to her. He called her
poems "the noblest style I have met of late years" (May 30,
1935) in one of his first letters to her and included eight of her
poems in the 1936 edition of The Oxford Book of Modem
Verse: 1892-1935 with an extremely favourable introduc-
tion. In the same year, Yeats also edited Selections from the
Poems of Dorothy Wellesley, again with a note of praise in its
introduction, grving a number of revisions to her Poems.
Despite such enthusiasm shown by Yeats, Dorothy Wellesley
wul never recognised as a great poet and her name is now
known to tJre literary people mainly as the receiver and editor
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metaphysical sense, but in the human sense it is certain that he
goes in and takes over and sets up house. From now on we
shall see the poetry of imaginative possession, where Yeats has
linked his future to his present and his past:

An ancient bridge, and a more ancient tower,
A farmhouse that is sheltered by its wall,
An acre of stony ground,
Where the symbolic rose can break in flower. . . .

Uniaercity College, Dub lin
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Dominus Tuus'. It is a lovely, humorous poem; a prayer, as so
many of his poems are prayers, containing at the end the
genial hint of a curse, the other side of his curious, religious
sensibility. Amid its homeliness, its domestic solidity, it insists
that this house and tower are eternal thingp, ralated to Galilee,
the Loadstone Mountain, the apocalyptic waters of the Red
Sea. He is facing history amid the human furniture of life, and
he is in splended form:

God grant a blessing on this tower and cottage
And on my heirs, if all remain unspoiled,
No table or chair or stool not simple enough
For shepherd lads in Galilee; and grant
That I myself for portions of the year
May handle nothing and set eyes on nothing
But what the great and passionate have used
Throughout so many varying centuries
We take it for the norrn; yet should I dream
Sinbad the sailor's brought a painted chest,
Or image, from beyond the Loadstone Mountain,
That dream is norml and should some limb of the Devil
Destroy the view by cutting down an ash
That shades the road, or setting up a cottage
Planned in a government office, shorten his life,
Manacle his soul upon the Red Sea bottom.

There is therefore a drama of remarkable intensity and
variety between the first poem in the volume and the last,
more especially between the lone, ruminating bachelor con-
templating the swans in envy and admiration and the ebullient,
combative householder who has taken root in the Gort land-
scape and declared his tower and cottage an eternal dwelling.
To travel along the ridges of the poems is to trace a rare
imaginative journey over perilous terrain. When in medi-
eval legend and its modern redaction the hero arrives at the
'dark' tower' his fate has usually reached its crisis, the crucial
challenges lie before him. This is still true of Yeats in the
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and an occasional poem on the death of his uncle, 'In Memory
of Alfred Pollexfen', lead us to the second elegiac sequence,
'Upon a Dying I-dy'. The poem had been composed several
years before the bulk of the volume was written - having been
written before the lady died - so the placing of it is especially
deliberate. It celebrates a different kind of courage and mag-
nanimity from Maud Gonne's, a female equivalent of Robert
Gregory's sprezzatura, an attitude detached from Maud's
reforming zeal, residing among esthetic absolutes, 'With her
dead brother's valour / For an example.'

The third division of the Volume begins with aggressive de-
cision: 'Ego Dominus Tuus' with its Latinate self and anti-self,
Hic znd,l//e, ushers in the world of. A Vision with its giyres,
horoscopes, wheels, lunar phases, vast historical perspectives.
Most of the titles stand at the poems'entrances like Cabbalist
or magical warnings to the reader that he proceeds at his peril,
'The Phases of the Moon', 'The Cat and the Moon', 'The Saint
and the Hunchback', the 'Songs of the Fool'and'The Double
Vision of Michael Robertes'. When these poems appeared in
the published volume tlere was mild consternation among
those critics who saw the great pastoral and love poems of the
first two sections as perhaps the crowning of Yeats's reputa-
tion. The resurrection of Robertes and Aherne and the
magical 'mumbo jumbo' seemed to indicate that the poet had
lost his bearings, had swerved into occult eccentricity and set
his great achievement at hazard,. The same critics were to
recant fervently a couple of volumes later when, in The Tower,
he magistrally demonstrated that these 'new departures'were
of a piece with his earliest intuitions of reality and art, and
were the framework he had needed to link past with present in
his personal life and to confront history and politics in his
public. This debate need not detain us here. The one point I
wish to make is that in the midst of these dark apparitions and
occult imaginative sodalities, Yeats regains his humour, com-
posure, and something of his jauntiness. This is evident in the
second poem of this section, 'A Prayer on going into my
House' which comes immediately after the intimidating'Ego
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'system' is revealing to him that the world itself is in the last
throes of a primary phase that will entail violence and desola-
tion. The mood has clearly changed: there is now nothing
avuncular, jaunty or rueful in 'The Dawn', 'On Woman',
'The Fisherman' or 'The Hawk' - all of which lead into the
Maud Gonne suite. The 'weather-worn Triton of the streams'
is facing down-river towards a 'blood-dimmed tide'with his
back turned to past splendour. In 'The Dawn'he hungers for
the heroic 'ignorance'of antithetical man, in 'On Woman'he
longs for the unforced intuition of the female and hopes that

The Pestle of the moon
That pounds up all anew
Brings me to birth again -
To find what once I had
And know what once I have known,
Until I am driven mad. . .

In 'The Fisherman'he contemplates his opposite, the 'wise
and simple man'who lives apart from the intellectual contro-
versies of the poet's quotidian milieu and audience: his opPo-
site, his mask and his ideal audience or reader. In'The Hawk'
the wild bird of the air refuses 'to be clapped in a hood, / Nor
a cage.' It brings back the hawk imagery of On Baile's Strand,
a play whose theme of marriage and paternity, of social con-
formity and heroic freedom seems very close to Yeats's mind
in these sequences.

The great Maud Gonne sequence begins with'Memory'and
runs through 'Her Praise', 'The People', 'His Phoenix', 'A
Thought from Propertius', 'Broken Dreams', 'A Deep Sworn
Vow', to 'Presences' where his erotic past in the form of the
harlot, the child and the queen comes back to haunt his newly
ordered world of study fire and 'great wood lectern'. The
elegiac mood governs these remarkable love Poems; regret for a
beauty thatwas a super-human in majesty, enerry, compassion.

Then three epigrams - 'The Balloon of the Mind', 'The
Squirrel at Kyle-na-no', 'On Being asked for a War Poem'-
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marriage, the challenge of a rooted family life, the treaties and
truces he must make with his past loves and new responsibil-
ities. Having been for a couple of decades a bachelor visitor to
this locality he is now writing himself into the landscape in a
new role.

Yeats's new role involves a great number of renunciations
and regrets. I suggest that the second division of the volume,
in which the Coole/Ballylee landscape does not figure, begins
with 'Lines Written in Dejection'and ends with the last lyric
of 'Upon a Dying Lady'. The section is dominated by two
great lyric suites, the first brooding upon Maud Gonne, the
second upon the dying lady and her world - Mabel Beardsley
and the Decadence. 'Lines Written in Dejection', which I
quote in full, also fore-shadows the third and final division of
the volume wherein the Yeats of 'A Vision' declares himself
and wherein the tower and the landscape take on apocalyptic
resonzuxce. This emphasis is explicit in the formal antinomies
of moon and sun, the opposition of subjective, 'antithetical'
sensibility to objective, 'primary' sensibility. The objective
responsibilities of marriage and parenthood have committed
the poet to the 'embittered sun', and the dark leopards of the
moon' symbolise that there has passed awzy a glory from his
life and its possibilities:

When have I last looked on
The round green eyes and the long wavering bodies
Of the dark leopards of the moon?
All the wild witches, those most noble ladies,
For all their broom-sticks and t}eir tears,
Their angry tears, are gone.
The holy centaurs of the hills are vanished;
I have nothing but the embittered sun;
Banished heroic mother moon and vanished,
And now that I have come to fifty years
I must endure the timid sun.

The implications are not wholly autobiographical; his nascent
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course, the massive excogitations of ,4 Vision and its marvel-
lous precursor, Per Amica Silentia Lunae, which had been
finished in 1917, the year in which the first edition of. the Wild
Swans was published. Yeats's prologue to that essay, ad-
dressed to Iseult Gonne under the pen-name 'Maurice', men-
tions her penian cat, Minnaloushe, who had once interrupted a
conversation 'upon certain thoughts so long habitual that I
may be permitted to call them my convictions.' These thoughts
are embodied in the exquisite prose of the essay and prefaced
by the dialogue poem, 'Ego Dominus Tuus'. Minnaloushe
appears by name in 'The Cat and the Moon'towards the end
of the Wild, Swans and is to be found delicately ramping, in
various disguises, through the rest of the Collected Poems.

While, therefore, the order in which the different pieces
were uritten is not notably significant, the order in which the
poems of the volume are placed in the definitive 1919 edition
is of the utmost interest. That order and the shape it gives the
book is decisive and masterly. Like one of the gyres in the
system, which he is pondering, the volume tends to spiral
outwards from the lone figure standing by the lake to the
global and apocalyptic vistas to haunt his art for the next
twenty yea$. To trace the main phases of that progress is to
sense a strenuous human and personal drama together with a
massive range of intellectual and artistic endeavour.

***

Between the two Robert Gregory elegies - the second,
'Shepherd and Goatherd', being a deliberate imitation of
Spenser on Sidney - there is a persistent, sometimes jaunty
sense of the familial, addresses to a 'living beauty', a 'young
beauty', a 'young girl', meditations on love death and poetry
and on making terms with old age. The people addressed are
Gregorys, Gonnes and the newly married Yeatses -'Solomonand Sheba' - and the poet's voice is at turns cheerfully or
gravely avuncular, the voice of a 'weather-worn, marble triton
/ Among the streams.' He is self-conscious about ageing, late
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The Wild Swans at Coole is in several senses a watershed in
Yeats's development both as a poet and a person. The title
poem gives us Yeats in his last passionate reverie over bache-
lorhood as he watches the unwearied lovers on the cold com-
panionable streams while the second sees him established as a
family man in his tower brooding over the friends who cannot
sup with his wife and him. Both poems are in the high Ro-
mantic manner, meditating on life and death, time and mu-
tability, man and nature, passion and repose. By the time the
book is over the homely sitting-room has become part of a
symbolic tower, fortress against the ravages of history and ob-
servation point for the movement of the 'outrageous stars' as
they plot human destiny. By the end Castiglione's high re-
naissance grace has given way to desperate starry calculations
under the sign of the fool and the hunchback as the moon
enters its last deathly phase. Other radical departures assert
themselves: the unitary voice and viewpoint of the opening
poems yields to the dialogues of the divided self. Robartes
and Aherne, weird agents of the fin de siicle, are resurrected
after two decades of retirement to enact the crises and deci-
sions of his inner consciousness. Where, in Responsibilities,
there had been, as in our title poem, the attrition of days and
years, there is now looming up the massive perspectives of the
Platonic Year, millennial periods beckoning to us from the
'Red Sea bottom', 'shepherd lads in Galilee', Roman Caesars
and Greek Alexanders as well as the demonic intruders the
medieval sanctity of 'Cormac's ruined house'.

Behind the book's turbulence, moving from the autumnal
calm of its opening to the wintery reaches of its close, is, of
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1. The Society is to be called THE YEATS SOCIETY OF
JAPAN.

2. It has as its object the promotion of Yeats studies in
J"pa, by means of:

a. lecture meetings;
b. contact and co-operation with similar societies

abroad, in particular with the senior society
at Sligo;

c. publication of a Society bulletin and of mem-
bers'work on Yeats;

d. other activities.
3. The Society consists of President, Committee and Mem-

bers.
4. The President is to be elected by the Committee.
5. The Committee is to be elected by the Members.
6. Both President and Committee hold office for two

yeani, but may offer themselves for re-election.
7. Membership fee is 3,500 yen per yeax.
8. Membership of the Society requires written application

and payment of the stated fee.
9. Expenses of the Society are to be defrayed from mem-

bership fees, donations, etc.
10. A General Meeting is to be held annually to discuss all

matters pertaining to the Society.
11. Any addition to, or amendment of, this Constitution will

require the sanction of the Annual General Meeting.
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