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60th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations Opening Ceremony, Dublin, @ January 2017

Anne Barrington
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| am delighted to have the opportunity to celebrate this
important landmark in the rich and vibrant bilateral
relationship which exists between Ireland and Japan.

Japan is a very important partner for lreland in Asia. We are
likeminded, we share the same values both at home and
abroad, and on the international stage we are committed to
the peaceful settlement of disputes.

The lreland - Japan relationship spans a wide area of
activities in the political, business, economic and cultural
spheres. On a people to people level we have thriving
exchanges through a very successful working holiday
programme and a variety of other schemes. Qur tourist
numbers in both directions continue to expand too.

60 years in the Asian Zodiac denotes the transition to a new
cycle, or rebirth. | hope that the coming year of celebratory
events taking place in both countries will give impetus to our
ever growing links and increase even more the warm relations
between our two countries.

ot o

Mari Miyoshi

BFiAZ-FAFEA® =HAE

TaFrHr A4 FOBRAGAELEDAY - H YN~
2. B DEZDE L ERUILE T0EIC. RETOM—
DETHSAREGNELI:,

191t BRILER ICEr > THFUPIFEME S LR
REREVWHCRET SO ERIDICTRBS NI EAE
HEOREIRE - AF£RILNGI2E I TV LT,
Lk AREPANIVFRESICHELELDTEIEL,
BR.EFFE AEOAMEONT RUEDOER LV
1o MO Ic M SN BE R o & o5 B, Eoa
AAR—Y MR RUBESBEENTEELT
03FEOREFEE=RBAEL T4y -—HIBOHEE
A MENGRO—FBORRICEII IR EREBLED
FLI. 20— 20OWBELT2017EDA - FALS 2 KH
TMFRETOBELRETEILERELAIILTWETS,
ZOBRVH2017ELLE HEEIOFHITR > ZERMM %
DOHLICRA>TOCEIMBFELET.

After visiting many imaginary countries on his travels, in 1709
Jonathan Swift's famous fictional character Gulliver visited
one real country - Japan.

In the 19th century, Japan opened its doors to the world,
embarking on the path to modernisation. Takayoshi Kido,
deputy leader of the lwakura Mission dispatched to learn
hew to build a modern nation, visited Dublin in 1872.

Since then, Japan and Ireland have travelled a long road
together. Close ties based on the shared values of freedom,
democracy, respect for human rights, and the rule of law,
have flourished in fields ranging from science to business,
and sport to literature.

In 2013, the reciprocal visits of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and
Taoiseach Enda Kenny became another springboard to
further developing our relations. As a milestone, we look
forward to celebrating the 60th anniversary of Japan-Ireland
Diplomatic Relations in 2017,

| hope that this anniversary will strengthen our relationship
for the benefit of both countries beyond 2017,







