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I am delighted to send this message of support to the
51st Annual Conference of the Yeats Society of Japan
and my best wishes to Professor Ryoji Okuda its
President.

This year marks the 150th Anniversary of the birth of
the great poet, William Butler Yeats and lovers of
Yeats have been celebrating throughout the year and
all over the world. From Ottawa to Oxford, London
to Lisbon, Sligo to Shanghai and Seoul, there have
been Yeats performances, re-enactments, lectures,
programmes, plays and all forms of celebration.

Here in Japan we celebrated Yeats’ 150th birthday
over three days from 12 to 14 June with a festival at
Theatre XCai in Tokyo. The festival included a
performance by a four member group from Ireland,
Guthanna Binne Siorai, the first performance of Yeats'
Deirdre in Japanese by a Tokyo-based troupe; a
performance of At the Hawks Well by a Noh Actor,
Tetsunojo Kanze, and a new musical work created by
Tokyo based Irish composer, Paul Hayes, for a visiting
dancer from Ireland, Megan Kennedy, based on Yeats’
poem The Song of Wandering Aengus. The Japan
Ireland Society (JIS), also held their academic a
symposium on Japan and Yeats at that time.

From 15 June to 10 July, Seijo University hosted an
exhibition, 7he Life and Works of William Butler
Yeats, to coincide their annual English language
seminar. Guthanna Binne Siorai also performed at
the launch event.

In Hiroshima, a city commemorating 70 years since
the dropping of the first atomic bomb, IASIL held its
32nd  International Conference on the theme of
Commemorations and Professor Patrick Crotty
delivered a lecture titled Instant Commemoration:
Yeats ‘Faster 1916° and the Faster Rising and there
were panel discussions on Yeats. Some days later,
Professor Crotty delivered a lecture in Waseda
University which included broad Yeats themes.

So, you can see it has been a year full of the
celebration of Yeats’ life and work and the celebration
will continue. This is because people like you who
make up the Yeats Society of Japan recognise that
Yeats is in the top tier of the greatest poets ever.
Your ceaseless work in delving into Yeats’ work, in
getting together to discuss it and in broadening its
appeal to a new generation is hugely appreciated.
When Yeats won the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1923, the first Irish person to do so, it was “for his
always inspired poetry, which in a highly artistic form
gives expression to the spirit of the whole nation”. As
we head into the 100t Anniversary of the Easter
Rising next year, the year which saw the start of
Ireland’s journey towards independence, Yeats’ legacy
in helping to forge the spirit of the whole nation will,
no doubt, come under scrutiny again. I will look
forward to the Yeats Society of Japan being at the
forefront of that examination.

Anne Barrington
Ambassador
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