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Ambassador’s message for the 48t Annual Conference
of the Yeats Society of Japan

Greetings to the members of the Yeats Society of Japan!
I am very sorry not to be able to join this weekend’s
deliberations on Ireland’s most outstanding and celebrated
Poet, William Butler Yeats.

WB Yeats’s legacy in Ireland is well - recognized, his
support for the cause of independence was a vital force in
the newly established Irish state, championing as he did
our unique culture and voice. His place in English
literature and poetry was confirmed when he was
awarded the Nobel Prize in 1923, a standing which is
accepted to this day.

He has also left us a body of work which importantly
links Japan and Ireland, his ‘Plays for Dancers’, influenced
by Noh drama. I am delighted to be associated with two
major performances of these works in Tokyo this autumn,
Dreaming of the Bones and At the Hawk’s Well.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the
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members of the Yeats Society and other groups associated
with Ireland, who have cooperated with staging the
Embassy’s Panel Exhibition on Yeats. The exhibition, in
Japanese, is modelled on the renowned National Library
of Ireland exhibition. It has been displayed with great
imagination and flair by our Japanese academic partners
at their own colleges and Universities. Each occasion
continues to highlight interesting new angles and
connections with Japan, and further the awareness of this
Irish poet among young Japanese people in particular.
Today I would like to thank Saga University for making
this annual conference possible. I am especially grateful
for the unstinting commitment of the Yeats Society
Committee, its President Professor Ken’ichi Matsumura
and all the members of the Society for actively
maintaining this most important cultural link between
Ireland and Japan. I wish everyone an enjoyable and
stimulating Yeats Society Annual Conference!

John Neary
Ambassador of Ireland
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