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| am delighted to have the opportunity to wish the
members of the Yeats Society of Japan every success on
the occasion their 49th Annual Conference.
The works of Yeats have withstood the test of time and
place. Readers all over the world return time and again
to the beautiful rhythms and spiritual appeal of his lines.
In addition to his poetry, Yeats also left us a unique
collection of dramatic works inspired by the Noh
Theatre which provides a very rich area of common
interest between Ireland and Japan.
To mark this special connection, The Embassy
organised a successful one-day symposium in Tokyo,
around the date of Yeats’s birth last June, with
participants from a similar event in Yeats’s hometown of
Sligo. This event was an opportunity to highlight the
Sligo childhood of Yeats and the influences from
Japanese culture that he drew on later in life. The
audience, though wide-ranging in knowledge and
experience, was fascinated by the presentations of our
Japanese and Irish lecturers and performers.
We hope that this event and future celebrations of “Yeats
Day’ will help to make Yeats better-known to a new
generation of Japanese readers and introduce them to the
links between our two countries which his plays have
done so much to strengthen.
Understanding literature is a rewarding and enriching
experience. In the words of another great Irish poet, the
late Seamus Heaney, it ‘helps us all to integrate our
peripheral experience with the large horizon of our
humanity’.
I would like to commend the members of this Society
for the continuing work they do in keeping the interest in
this great poet and his work, alive in Japan.

I hope everyone will enjoy the ideas and discussions
over the next two days.

John Neary
Ambassador of Ireland
Tokyo
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<YEATS DAY 2014>

To follow on from the hugely successful, inaugural
Yeats Day last year, the Embassy of Ireland is delighted
to announce an exciting series of talks, aimed at
deepening the interest and knowledge of Yeats and his
life and work, in Japan. This year in the lead up to the
150th anniversary of Yeats birth in 2015, we want to
highlight and explore the unique connections between
the great Irish poet/dramatist and Japan.

A series of lectures throughout 2014 will aim to share
the latest knowledge about Yeats here in Japan and
celebrate this through music and song.

The timetable in the first half of 2014, is as follows:
Lecture 1: On 29 March from 2pm to 4pm at
Theatre Xcai in Ryogoku Tokyo.

Professor Yoko Sato will explore the theme of “Yeats
and Japan’, providing an overview of the poet’s interest
in Japan and his influence and legacy on Japanese poets
and the arts.

Lecture 2: On the 10th of June from 7pm-9pm.

We will have a wonderful event on the Stage of
theatre XCai in Ryogoku, with a Noh actor from the
great Kanze family, Tetsunojo VII and Noh director
Mr Ken’ichi Kasai . The event will be in a chat show
format and focus on Yeats and the Noh, with musical
interludes. Audiences are invited to enjoy hearing from
two experts who will share their insights and practical
experience of Yeats the dramatist and his love of the
Noh Theatre form.
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