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Ambassador’s message for the Annual
Conference of the Yeats Society of
Japan

My congratulations to the organisers of the 2011 Annual
Conference of the Yeats Society of Japan!

Once again, this year’s programme wonderfully reflects
the range and depth of interest in Irish writers here,
particularly William Butler Yeats. I am delighted to see
the inclusion among the presenters of the foremost
Japanese poet, Gozo Yoshimasu, who has acknowledged
Yeats influence on his own work.

It is a great mark of continuing literary links between our
two countries, which goes back over 150 years to the
inspiration Yeats found in the Noh theatre and other
Japanese artistic forms.

This year has been a difficult one for Japan due to the
terrible tragedy which occurred in March in Northern
Japan. It is at times like this that we rely on our artists
who strive to express in words our innermost feelings.
Yeats himself explained this in his poem Where My Books
Go

All the words that I gather,

And all the words that I write,

Must spread out their wings untiring,

And never rest in their flight,

Till they come where your sad, sad heart is,
And sing to you in the night,

Beyond where the waters are moving,
Storm darkened or starry bright.

I hope that the words of our poets will bring comfort as
well as inspiration to people across borders and bring us

closer together, especially at times like these.

Finally I would like to extend our gratitude to the ‘untiring’
members of the Yeats Society, its president Professor
Matsumuura, the secretary, Professor Kobori and to the
President and staff of Edogawa University for hosting this
event. I wish all the participants an enjoyable and
stimulating conference.

John Neary
Ambassador of Ireland
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Tel: 049-271-7617 Fax: 7983
Email: westwel119@nifty. com
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