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43rd Yeats Society of Japan Annual
Conference

The cultural
Ireland and Japan are a flourishing part
of the relationship between our two

connections between

countries, whose 50th Anniversary we
celebrate this year. Nowhere is this more
clearly demonstrated than in the
long-standing dedication of the Japanese
scholars of Irish Literature and such
associations as the Yeats Society.

Yeats, as everyone knows, was and is a
towering presence in our literary tradition,
and his influence has spread far and wide
across the globe. In Japan, particularly, he
found a vision of theatre which resonated
with him far more strongly than the
realism popular among his
contemporaries.
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Equally, Japanese authors, academics
and literature lovers young and old, have
found much to admire and be moved by in
Yeats’ works, in his poetry and his
celebration of folk traditions in particular.
It 1s nice to note that this year’s
conference is being held not on the
‘pavements gray’ of a metropolis but in a
location closer to the heart of these deep
traditions.

Congratulations to the
speakers and attendees of this 434 Yeats
Annual and best wishes for an enjoyable,

organisers,

interesting and fruitful event.

Aisling Braiden
Press & Cultural Attaché
Embassy of Ireland Tokyo
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Fax: 0463—59—5365
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