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On the occasion of your 41st annual conference, I
am delighted to extend greetings to you and to
wish all of the participants, organizers and guests
a successful and fruitful event.

I am sorry I cannot be with you in person as I am
currently en route from Ireland to commence my
posting to Japan. But, I do look forward to
meeting with you all at the next opportunity.

Your society does not need me to underline the
continuing relevance of W. B. Yeats. One
hundred years ago, Yeats too was in his 41st year
and was intensely involved in the fledgling Abbey
Theatre. His life, his work and his career has
marked him out as a significant figure in 20th
century Ireland and beyond. A blend of poet and
politician, he became an emblem for nation and for
generation. His statue as a Nobel laureate has
stood like a lighthouse and his work continues to
cast its beam on Irish literature today.

During his life, and ever after, Irish poets have
used Yeats as a navigation point — sometimes
measuring proximity to him, sometimes the
distance from him, but never forgetting their
relationship with him.

Yeats’ incessant struggle to reconcile the artificial
and the natural, to distil the real from the unreal
and to combine the personal and the political is a
perennial one. These questions are not confined
to a particular time or a specific place but are as
relevant in today’s Japan as they were in Ireland
of 1905. For this reason as well as those more
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aesthetic, Yeats continues as a beacon of idea and
expression.

I wish to thank you for your sustained interest in
Yeats. For the Irish, he is one of the great lights
of 20th century and we are grateful to all of you for
ensuring that his works shine on in the 21st
century.

Brendan Scannell
Ambassador Designate of Ireland
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