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‘W.B. Yeats and the Irish Revival’
Dr PJ Mathews
University College Dublin

W.B Yeats firmly believed that the redirection of energies away from the
disillusionment of post-Parnell parliamentary politics into cultural endeavour
provided the momentum for the Irish literary revival— and many historians have
followed his analysis. Roy Foster, however, has challenged this view and dismissed
it as a retrospective “poetic” misreading. Literary activity, he contends, did not take
over politics, in fact by 1900 “constitutional politics could be seen to be working”.
Yet Foster’s revision still insists on a clear distinction between the lofty idealism of a
literary movement and the practical concerns of politics, which are judged to operate
in distinct realms. Surely though, what is most striking about this period of Irish
history is not that literary activity replaced politics as Yeats implied (or, conversely,
that political endeavour was more effective than literary work, as Foster argues), but
that much of the literary activity of the revival was accompanied by a great deal of
innovative political work—outside the purview of the main constitutional parties,
and within the domain of what I would like to term, the newly emerging self-help
movements. Among these self-help movements we can include: the Abbey Theatre,
Sinn Féin, the Gaelic League and the Co-operative Movement.

If there is a tension within Irish nationalism at this time, it may be more useful to
see it as a battle between a new self-help consensus and old-style parliamentary
politics, rather than a struggle between “cultural” and “political” forces. This paper
will consider the role of W.B. Yeats as a leading figure in the Irish Revival. It will
address his connections with the self-help movements mentioned above and will
provide an analysis of a selection of his drama and poetry in relation to this topic.
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20, BB DX IICTF PO CERO LS k- blid, BEOAFIHMRTHCDOT A
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The Dreaming of the Bones |25 fHEE: L ZREORIE
BH ZA

A —AZ =IO S ToFEO— ANDBBDO F ok, itz S EFL-oTno e, £
IR AT ICE L ST B L NG, ZoE LI %, 700 FHiHEZTED
BELIBANEH, 747 =y R U —FT7ThDH, HEZFZVELIZL VI T RO

/////////

B BT, CAIFER DA b A2 M%IE L E0 5 HIcA A R LTV 5,

HOITASTD LR CRIEDHEI—AD TS EE-oT<Nb7%en, SEEDOTMNE
HZLEMTED, ESOMN, HEITRZ T SiIEbeu,



AAA = ViHRH4 2RkE HE

WL D 3 HEE D 1919 FITEVIZE, B o2] (W) 1931) 1B\ T, A =A
IIEEMORZ, AECEEABRTF LD L LEFEL, MCHEZE > TETH, &
ZEZHE LIEBLEZHINTWS, LT, HBHELELEOMNFAZB LT, fE~D
%y & (BLOE) OEWERIEVIZLTWS, LML, FEOHL HE~DE)
D3, RIS « B SCHL & 9 BORIIZRMHESIBIRIZIE S W= b DT LW e bIE, H4H
1. BB L OBEEMRIODEENESNDDEAS D H, L, 7 HEEZEY) - 728 A
EILEMLUTLEWVWEINIRDDIEA DIy, BEOLOEETZED 7 s, HEE
EBEDRBIZONWT—ERERLTV,

9816 B(L8ER) 7—7%3+7

BO, R 29<»>T
B &=

T—0va vy T DEA MU TEHOY B o, —H4ERT. RCHEARAS =1 Vi
T, BHMEEFEIST MR 20 <CH T VRO ARBENS Th D, T RY
TAET—T gy BEDIFEINT T ~ORBENENDEEZ DD, SO
BREST 7 —F O HEERRT D E V) SITED S0, RO LEDTINETO
A EEH LN, BEREETZENVWEIEE LT, D5 SRR A TN
R TEIUTRWEEATND,

DT, FHEIOFERIEFIRNS ZARZ 2BV Lz, AmEKIIE, TSR] 3§
FKURFORWAERIFCAI, FOBEREZTHOT 5, FEERICIE, BWERA =1 Y OBEE
EHBOTANT v FEZE D, &0 DIk ATZH ED L 5 ITHEHIBITHRK L7,
BRI 5, £7-. RERICE, FEREERIC L0 LT8R D50 % TR 72
THUEH Y N0, &,

FLOFANZ I E 2 T, I DICK KM E OFRSE N Z SO LLF ORI TH 5,
LIz, HBCETO6 ARKHIERTOHD, SHIZBAEWIEmEED THKOHID LD
DTN BNENRRR] & 70D L 98T,

FER] 12T A <E> & <EE> OWRRERRICOWT

PHRR] 1%, 1938 4 8 H 10 HICHIE SNIZELMN D, bRA et & FEA TR Th



AAA = ViHRH4 2RkE HE

DN, ZNHOEmMIT I TS RENIWZITRO X O ITENTE S, AL, HERELL
FRDEELIRE R BLY AT A = A YFEHRIOTESR & L TEDORENMIEZ & < FHidT5 50
&L BUREIE LTo [HRER] 2R OMin E2A7e A T4 e X —2 4+ 5L 0 Th 5,
RFYIFORMEZ 5 F 2T [HSR] 2R 283, 1B T5EEM) & [Baatk) 12
HDHEWVWZDTEAD,

29 LIRS D@L, A =1 Y OMEBIORECH L<HAL TS, I<mbhr-
—Hiz W IUR, TEER] 13822300 Tz TR 72RO BRRR 2 FF -7 Y a v
DICIZ72 5> TWDN, A = A NI ZNE—EOEMIZT 272012, 2378 ) O LEIE
EIToTHEWANLTHD, HEFN [ 4] EFEATZRCCZ XD ERH, I
L DRI ER LTS BRIT. —olaid, oFENRHRZ L <RLTI AT
Do LU, A=A YNREREEIUGET LI=EW D Z Lk, M3, (BSOS EIER
REEEEDIIITHEEL TV ook b, FIRHOR LTS, Bz, Pk ok
LHx & TH D NEIL IR (transgression)] &9 BEEIX, BCLOT TV A TIE—EL
PEEET, Lrd (BZO IR CTEXEIEECEERND) ) A& BES
DB I > THIO CTEZRAENTZ LD TH D, TD—FH T, EREMEOEZNIL, 7Bk
TESIZRBI 2 MERN 2B B OB E FEE L TR T AR Tl L&l
ANDOHTERF 26D (two evil brutes)] & —F&IZ L TIEATE D . BOILH T Z HABER
TFEE L TREOTND,

AFELRTIE, FEROHFHC B EE 2D, 29 LEERAERAWZRA D [HUR]
DT I A NeGABEL, A=A YRALOSHEFK L T BREZHGEET 5 Z & T,
FEFMIRT TSR] & 5 TERDSE L T B2 SRR > TR,

MERR] DBRME—ALT ANV T o~ FORERHD
g ¥

TBUR] O NZ, RSS2, HENLAELLZ VL ~E22 TV 5, ol
\ITEEMEE R, TuT AX s MEE D RY v 7P, HDHWE, EEREET AV
VR KT S ZO0ERNMRELY HV, Zivh oD O mIZEITE LA T
W5,

CORND ZEERITEIEE LT A =AY (1865-1939) (F2y, T o v - T A
Vo aWUIXT v o o —DORINEIR DT ANT ROTaT A% MEFET-
HBIISUbs T a U X8z HtE L, 7V NITANLNT U REWITAT T 4T 4
DIER, B DWITFIRE A 72U — & W ) B T Hid, L, BL5EH:
FUIZBWTLREWD S, B v « "TRADOREEFG &y, BRERDPBUEM R KL~
STANT YV REBHECHGEIZMMN -T2 L2 Eld, M5 0T =B 2 NS AT
LDIEoT2A 9,

A2 ANEIT BT AX L NEWHIHBERRSL, TANLT LV RIRSETA LT KA
ELTCORRERE) E LT, HICAONDEE - TANLT Y REWH “HEE, ZLT
ZIMBAELLV L U~E, EDIFUR, a7y —A V2 (1810-86) 72 &



AAA = ViHRH4 2RkE HE

IZH 2B bivsd, £ LT, EOENEIZLTEH, BUROFEA, L0 biF, 741
VT ROBREENT- BT L > THHEIICHER STV 5,

EWVOH DY, BT AT RAKR, THS) EEET A LVT 2 FRIOFRIE - R
BIfR) OFERAEFNTZEHFZTHINLTHY ., TV TITmFO L E VI TETWETE
PO TS TROTNDENLTHD, ZOXINTA =4 VH [HIR] CERLZEZA
DIFAEFALT A VT v RIZBWTEREZ B3I T\ 5,

FERTIE, HIE) LW e ENTHDER—L <L Ry —2 (1951- ), HDHWIE,
VrAfwAeb—=—(1939- ) LA <ATF 4 —> (1940~ ). FA-FR—1U > (1949~ )
R EDERRRES ERE 2. TSR] &0 9 5B EF O BUEIC SOV TE 2720,

Ml % & 5 Fden>
E A

TRk % & 9 Biteh—2F D= DIITEE T REFHERMIENH Y | (TiZmn - THite
o, TgiA) OFIRE EZICELS NE WO RBELH L, 2 2 TSR ICE L Tl
ONORIESEZIER L TR X2V, FRUTL > THEIZHOWTEH, AT FAST 3R
SNHTHAH,
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A =AY ELEOBRMICET 55 [#5) (1972 426 H 29 HHEK) O T, &Ikt
SHARD AL IZANS T, O TWDR D KBICH WD HEFICHE L0 A
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Th b, MEERLEHR S D~Oa~ YR 203 0uE, 1 9 kN5 2 0 fihdy)
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fth# & LCodbd NHEME, TOHFEEESYUHEIZOVWTIFFET 5 NEFIE, R
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